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All applications respecting subscription to the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” or the purchase of single copies, 
should be addressed in London, to Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, Hast Harding Street, Fetter Lane, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 


116, Grafton Street. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. vi. of the advertisements, 
and a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Resarls issued by the Colonial Office on pp. 190-1. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
a Trade Report published by the Foreign Office since 
the last number of the “* Board of Trade Journal,” and 
a note of a report issued by the Colonial Office during 
the same period, will be found on pp. 188-9. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


BRITISH INDIA. 


A notification has been received at the Board of Trade to the effect 
that the East Indian Railway Company are 
prepared to receive tenders for the supply at 
oe Calcutta of materials for steel foundry 
(blacklead, anthracite coal, moulding composi- 
tion, ferro-manganese, ground ganister, silica paint and silica 
sand), on the terms and conditions indicated in the specification 
to be seen at the Company’s offices, Nicholas Lane, London, E.C. 
Tenders are to be sent to the Secretary to the Company, 
in London, marked “Tender for Steel Foundry Materials,” not 
later than one p.m. on Wednesday, the 29th of April. 
The Company reserve the right to divide the order, also to 
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decline any tender without assigning a reason, and do not bind 
themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 

For each specification a fee of 1. 1s. is charged, which cannot 
under any circumstances be returned. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 

Tomtivies relating trade received at the Canadian Government 

to Canadian Trade Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
‘information may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries.—Enquiry is made for addresses of Canadian 
mills in a position to furnish regular supplies of leather board. 

A firm manufacturing all classes of floor and glazed tiles have 
made enquiry respecting the extension of their business relations 
with Canada. 

A general broker in the north of England who is interested 
among other things in wood pulp and chemicals is seeking connec- 
tions with Canadian producers. 

Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian grist mill owner desires to 
establish connections with English firms importing feed made 
from grain. 

A Quebec lumber exporter wishes ta get into communication 
with a few firms dealing in hardwoods such as maple, birch, red 
oak, ash, &c. ; also with importers of box-shooks, handles and other 
small wooden-ware. 

Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 








SOUTH AFRICA. 


A recent report by the Canadian Commercial Agent at Cape Town 
states that in timber, flooring and ceiling 


on boards, doors and window sashes, railway 
ae s, sleepers, &c., the supply is not equal to the 
eepers, demand, A very largely increased want for 


Household and 


Office Furniture. strong, medium-priced, household furniture and 


office requisites has arisen, and enquiries are 
being made for the names and addresses of manufacturers in these 


cheaper grades. 





ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 
Railwa received from the Collector of Customs at 
Devel y t Bloemfontein a statement setting forth the 
ie teem: results of the deliberations of the Railway 
Extension Conference which met from the 2nd to the 9th March. 





RAD SLA AMR Laie 


Ce Ha 








SACI AS eee r 








Apr: 23;'1903:] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL: 147 





Openings for British Trade. 





From this statement it appears that the following lines were 
decided on :— 





Rate per mile 








— Miles.| including Total. 
rolling stock. 
£ £ 

1. Viljoensdrift to mile 10 on Harrismith- 

Bethlehem line oF il has cee | 200 7,600 1,330,000 
2. Bloemfontein-Johannesburg Grain line— 

Bloemfontein-Modderpoort section | 84 6,500 546,000 
3. Harrismith-Bethlehem section ine ant. ae 6,300 410,000 
4. Springfontein-Jagersfontein ... ai a) 5,000 250,000 














It will be perceived that the first line will place the north- 
eastern districts of the Colony in direct communication with both 
Johannesburg and Bloemfontein without going through Natal vid 
Ladysmith, Newcastle and Charlestown as at present. | 

The second line will connect the grain-producing districts of the 
Orange River Colony with Johannesburg. 

The third line forms part of the first. 

The fourth line establishes communication between the Jagers- 
fontein diamond mine and the ports of the Cape Colony, and will 
ultimately be continued to Kimberley. 


RHODESIA. 


The Board of Tracle have received a copy of the Reports on the 
Administration of Rhodesia for the years 1900-1902, issued by 
the British South Africa Company, from which the following 
extracts have been made :— 


The report of the Civil Commissioner for Victoria (Mashonaland) 
“ Kafr Truck ” states that a large amount of “ Kaffir truck” 
and Clothing has been disposed of by storekeepers, princi- 

: pally brass wire, limbo, blankets, beads, and 
shawls ; likewise a certain amount of clothing, chiefly shirts, and 
it is noticeable that the demand by natives for clothing of European 
manufacture is slowly but surely increasing. 





In the report of the Commissioner for Bulawayo (Matabeleland) it 
“ Kaffr Truck ” is stated that during the past year trade has 
generally increased, and this has been particu- 
larly the case with regard to “ Kaffir truck,” 
which embraces all the goods usually bought 


and all classes of 
Merchandise. 


by natives. 

The development of North-Western Rhodesia and the new 
copper and coal fields in the north, has created a large demand for 
all classes of merchandise, and several firms contemplate opening 
branch establishments near the Zambesi in the coming dry season. 


A2 
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RHODES|A—continued. 


There are four brickyards in Bulawayo, one of which is worked 
Shale-erindin by the Government, its output when in full 
Saini Ne swing being about 24,000 bricks weekly. No 
Brick - experiments have so far been made in the 

— 5: manufacture of tiles. The bricks are not of 
the best quality, owing to the poor nature of the raw material. 

A good brick could be made from the blue shale which is found if 

grinding machinery were introduced. 


The report for the East Loangwa, West Loangwa, Kafue, and 
Zumbo districts states that no estimate of 


eS imports is possible, as Customs stations have 
nn See i not yet been established. It is probable that 
5 e 


the trade in ivory and rubber will practically 
die out in a few years. European stores and foodstuffs and Man- 
chester goods for sale to natives will be in increasing demand as 


the country develops. 


The report for the North Loangwa district states that native trade 

is doubtless improving; taxation has induced 

Hoes. money to circulate more freely amongst the 

natives, who now buy for cash, at the stores, 

coloured cloths, blankets, beads, &c. Traders might, it is said, 

profitably import good hoes, for which there is always a ready 

sale, as the ironworking industry among the natives is fast dying 
out. 


In his report on the Tanganyika district, Mr. H. C. Marshall 


Small Stores for writes :— ; ee 
“The great want in the district is small 


Native Trade. stores for native trade. I feel sure that the 
first trader who establishes a number of cheaply managed stores 
and makes the supply of native wants his concern, will reap a 
substantial reward. Care should be taken to discover the taste of 
the native in barter goods and to keep a constant supply of them. 
Some hundreds of pounds of cash are at present being hoarded, 
and other hundreds will soon be issued in wages. Many of our 
local men now cross the border to Kasanga in German East Africa, . 
and spend their wages in the stores there, simply because they 
there find the articles they require, which are unobtainable in the 
stores in this district.” 
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DENMARK. 


The “ Berlingske Tidende” of 17th April contains a notice calling 

for tenders for the supply of 700 tarpaulins for 

Tarpaulins. the use of the Jylland-Fyn State Railways, in 

accordance with conditions and samples which 

can be seen at the offices of the Traffic Department of the State 

Railways at Aarhus and Copenhagen. ‘Tenders must be sent to 
the Traffic Department at Aarhus before midday on May Ist. 


PORTUGAL. 


The ‘“ Diario do Governo” of 11th April contains a notice calling 

Bridge for tenders, which will be opened at 11 a.m. on 

Seeetieniins 8th May in the Secretariat of the Administration 

‘ of the District (‘‘Conselho”) of Mertola, for the 

construction of a bridge over the Ribeira de Carreiras, of the 

district road number 192, from Mertola to Villa Real de Santo 

Antonio, at the upset price of 17,636 milreis, or about 2,9391. 

A provisional deposit of 24 per cent. of the upset price is required 
to qualify any tender. 





The “ Diario do Governo” of 16th April contains a Royal Order, 
authorising the Directorate of the Minho and 


C ae _ Douro Railways to proceed without loss of time 
— cinea to the elaboration of the studies and revision of 


the estimate already made for the prolongation 
of the branch line from the Custom-house to Leix es. 


The “ Diarios ” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


SPAIN. | 
The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 15th April, contains a notice to the 
effect that an application, accompanied by a 








Tramway ; 
plan and legal guarantee, for a concession to 
—~* and construct and work, for 60 years, by animal 


power, a tramway from the Plaza de Riego to 
the Plaza de Capuchinos, in Malaga, having been presented in the 
“Gobierno Civil” of the Province of Malaga by the “Sociedad 
Anonima Tranvias de Malaga,” 50 days are allowed in which other 
applications, accompanied by their respective plans and guarantees, 


on more favourable terms, may be made. 


The same ‘‘ Gaceta” contains a notice calling for tenders for the 
supply of cotton cloth (‘ Lienzo de Algodon”) 
as follows, viz. :— 

36,000 metres for making bed sheets, tenders 


Contract for 
Cotton Cloth. 
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SPAIN—continucd. 


for ‘which will be opened’ at 11 a.m. on 28th May next in the 
Directorate of the Central Establishment of the Administrative 
Military Services:in Madrid, and 

20,000 lineal metres for making pillows, tenders for which will 
be opened at 11 a.m. on 27th May next in ‘the same place, where 
the sheet of conditions and price limits may be inspected. 


The same ‘“ Gaceta” contains a notice calling for tenders to be 
“ibaa td ¢ presented in 40 days from the date of the 
Telephone ‘¢ Gaceta,” in the office of the Civil Government 
a am of Guipuzcoa or in the Directorate-General of 
rom Posts and Telegraphs, Coretas 10, Madrid, and 
which will be opened at noon, five days later, for a concession to 
establish a telephone system in the town of Eibar, and to work it for 
20 years. A plan which has been presented is to serve as a basis 
for tendering, and it is to be noted that the author of the said plan, 
as an applicant for the concession, has a preference on equal terms. 
A provisional] deposit of 500 pesetas, or about 14J., is required to 
qualify any tender. 


The ‘“Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





ITALY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 571 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 19th March, the ‘ Gazzetta 

Tenders for = Ufficiale” (Rome) of the 13th April contains 

Berges Rolts. an announcement to the effect that a reduction 
of 15°25 per cent. of the upset price having been made in the 
tenders for brass bolts submitted on the 7th April, fresh tenders 
are called for for these articles to the total value of 40,680 lire 
(about 1,627/.). 

Tenders will be opened at the Directorate-General of Royal 
Arsenals at Spezia and Naples at 11 o’clock on the 28th April. A 
deposit of 4,800 lire (about 1921.) will be required to qualify any 
tender. 

Conditions of contract may be obtained at the office of the 
Minister of Marine, Rome, at the Directorate-General of Royal 
Arsenals at Venice, Naples, Spezia and Taranto, at the ‘T’ech- 
nical Offices of the Navy at Genoa and Terni, and at the principal 
Chambers of Commerce in Italy. 








eS ee ee Boats sirlle Sayed: 
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TURKEY. 


In. a recent report the British Vice-Consul at Constantinople 
states that several enquiries have been addressed 

Indian Yarn. to that Consulate from India with respect to 

the opening for competition in the cotton yarn 
trade. The following extracts are taken from notes supplied to 
the Consulate by Constantinople merchants in reply :— 

“The Bombay make of yarns is not suitable for this market. 
They are too feeble and soft. The Bombay spinners, if they 
thought it worth while, could make yarns. to suit this market in 
the lower numbers, that is 8’s to 12s. In the finer numbers, 14 
to 24, the Indian cotton is not long enough, and Italian and 
Manchester yarns are preferred. . 

‘““The trade from Bombay and Calcutta stands a poor -chance 
of making great strides in this country against Italian competition 
owing to terms of payment. If, instead of cash on arrival, the 
Indian spinners would adopt Italian methods, 7.e., giving certain 
facilities by accepting inacien three to four month trade bills, 
then,®nd then only, could they expect to reap the benefit of a 
tremendous expansion of business. ‘The firms in the trade have, 
as a rule, branch establishments in Manchester, and their drafts 
are drawn upon them, but always made payable in London at 
first-class banking houses, and. therefore | such bills could very 
easily be negotiated or discounted at once.’ 


With regard to cotton piece-goods'the British Vice-Consul writes: 

—‘ It is precisely in a certain class of printed 

Printed Cottons. cotton goods that I would suggest that a strong 

effort should be made by British manufacturers 

to increase their sales here. With last year’s report I sent home 

samples of Italian printed flannelette, which were sent to the 
Association of Chambers of Commerce. 

“There is an increasing demand for these raised cotton goods — 
among the native population. They wear them for shirts and 
underclothing in winter, hairy on one or both sides, and printed 
in certain favourite colours and patterns. It is estimated that 
80 per cent. of the printed cotton goods sold in Constantinople.in 
winter consists of this raised flannelette, and that 80 per cent. of 
this is German and Italian. ‘To compete successfully great atten- 
tion should be paid to the colours. The favourite colours are red, 
claret, chocolate, blue (dark and light), grey (dark and light), and 
black. The colours must be fast. Great stress is laid on this by 
the Turkish women. 
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“T send patterns* again, with the width and price marked, and 
shall be very glad to furnish any further information in my power 
to manufacturers at home. This really does seem a field for fresh 
enterprise on their part.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,950.) 


* To the Association of Chambers of Commerce. 


ROUMANIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office: 
— oe copies of despatches from H.M. Consul-General 
the Lichtine and at Galatz, forwarding copies of the terms of two 
th . of Concessions and other particulars for the 
tthe sa lighting and water supply of the town of 
‘ Constantza (Kustendjie) in the Dobrudja. 
Tenders will be received by the Mayor of Constantza not later 
than the 11th May. 
The particulars mentioned above may be seen on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 


and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 








CUBA. ; 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
of despatch from H.M. Minister at Havana, 
transmitting a notification by the Cuban 

"a of Finance Department, calling for tenders for 

— the removal of certain wrecks from the harbour 
of Havana and other places on the Cuban coast. 

Tenders are invited and will be opened at the Treasury Depart- 
ment, Havana, at 2 o’clock p.m. on the 12th June next, for the 
removal, free from expense to the State, of the wreck of the 
‘‘Maine,” which is in the Bay of Havana, and that of the ‘“‘ Alfonso 
XII,” which is in the Bay of Mariel, and those of the Spanish war 
ships which were sunk at Santiago de Cuba and at Manzanillo. 

Persons desirous of taking part in the bidding must deposit the 
sum of 1,000 dols., and in order to ensure the fulfilment of the 
offers, persons whose proposals may be accepted will have to 
provide securities as follows :— 


Tenders for 


Dols. 

For the removal of the ‘‘ Maine” ... ... 2,500 
es e , ‘Alfonso XII” ... 1,000 
others, each ii 900 


99 99 


Such further particulars as have been received may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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MEXICO. 


In his recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at Mexico City 

states that during the fiscal year 1901-02 imports 

Rails. from Belgium into Mexico increased by 63,2071. 

He adds that there will probably be an even 

greater increase shown in this trade in the present fiscal year 

owing to the heavy importation of Belgian rails. In the case of 

this last trade the British manufacturers might, in the Consul’s 

opinion, have shown more activity ; but it is even now not too late, 
as the year 1903 promises even greater activity in this direction. 


The Consul also states that there will always be a demand for 
cotton machinery in Mexico, not perhaps so 
Cotton Machinery. great as in previous years, but shuttles and 
bobbins and cther spare parts will always be 
required, 


Mining Machinery. ‘See remarks on p. 157. 


Further on in his report the Consul writes:—‘‘The Mexican 
market for foreign commodities is not a large 
one, as the number of inhabitants consuming 
European manufactured goods is small; I 
should say about one-third at least buy no 


Haberdashery, 
Hats, Carriages 
ard Carts, Teas, 


Berend - foreign commodities whatsoever. These com- 
, .? prise the lower classes and the Indians of the 
Electrical Appli- 


Sierras. In the cities the middle class, the 
small shopkeeper, the artisan, the small lawyer 
and professional man are, as a rule, very poor and very frugal, and 
what they buy is very insignificant ; there remain only the upper 
and wealthier classes to be supplied. Besides all those goods 
which the United Kingdom exports to the United States there are 
some articles in which the British can, I think, successfully compete 
with the Americans in this market; these are gentlemen’s haber- 
dashery ; hats and some articles of ready-made clothing, such as 
overcoats and waterproofs; carriages and carts. There is an 
increasing demand for teas and groceries, porcelains and crockery, 
also enamelled ware such as basins andewers. Electrical appliances 
of all kinds are largely in demand, but at present this important 
trade, which is bound to increase in importance, is to-day 
entirely in the hands of Americans.” 


ances, &c., &c. 


The Consul further draws the attention of makers of hardware 
Builders’ and ironmongery to the very active building 
satiate teal being carried on in the City of Mexico, and at 
marinate other places in the Republic. (Foreign Office, 
Bery- Annual Series, 2,951.) 
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BRAZIL. 


The ‘“ Diario Official” of Brazil of 24th March contains a Decree 
opening a credit in the Ministry of Industry 


eee of Communications and Public Works of 150 ,000 
elegrapa Ame. milreis, or about 7,5001., for the construction 
of a telegraph line from the mouth of the River Acre to Caqueta. 





FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 
FRANCE. 


With reference to the notice on p. 525 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 12th March last, the Board have 


anterma tional received, through the Foreign Office, copy of a 
Exhibition at © , oa 
rotted despatch from the Acting British Consul at 


Bordeaux stating that Monsieur Demant, 156, 
Northumberland Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne, has been appointed 
the Official Agent for Great Britain in connection with the forth- 
coming International Exhibition at Limoges, and that all 
information which may be required by intending exhibitors can 
be obtained from him. 








ARGENTINA. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
International a copy of a communication from the Argentine ' 
Exhibition of Legation in London, stating that in the month r 

Hyetene at of April, 1904, an International Exhibition of 
Bunce Aires Hygiene will take place in the City of Buenos 
‘ _ Aires in conjunction with the Second Latin- 





American Medical Congress. [ull particulars may be obtained by 
intending exhibitors on application to the Secretariat du Congrés 
de Médecine (Faculté de Médecine), Rue Cordoba, 2,182, Buenos 
Aires. A copy of the programme and arrangement of the 
exhibition, which, it is stated, is under the patronage of the 
Argentine Government, may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parlia- 
ment Street, 5.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
(Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 

















ays 
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Constantinople.—In his report on the trade of Constantinople for 
the year 1902 (Annual Series, 2,950), the British Vice-Consul 
at that city writes :— 

‘‘ An annual trade report is a very imperfect medium for 
supplying merchants at home with information of practical use to 
them. 

‘Where a Consulate can be of real use to merchants is in 
answering enquiries, working up and supplying detailed notes on 
special trades, &c. A good many applications for assistance’ of 
this kind reach this Consulate, and every effort is made to reply 
fully and promptly. But if this source of information were more 
generally known and appreciated at home, such applications might 
ke more numerous. 

‘It would be presumptuous for me to attempt to enter into 
technical details of a trade of which I know nothing, but I have a 
suggestion to submit for the consideration of manufacturers at 
home. 

“Constantinople is full of Austro-Hungarian and German 
commission agents representing woollen houses on the continent. 
So far as I can learn no single firm in the United Kingdom has a 
representative here. What business there is is done through 
native (Armenian) houses established at home. 

‘“‘ I drew attention last year to the remarkable fact that the big 
import trade in Manchester goods only accounted for one solitary 
Englishman in Constantinople as representative of manufacturers. 
Since then I am glad to notice that he has been joined by a young 
assistant, and that another syndicate has also sent ont a young 
representative to learn Turkish and study the market. 

‘“‘ T have watched these men dealing with native buyers, both for 
this and the Persian market, and I was strongly impressed with 
the immense benefit that must result to our trade from natives 
having to do with straightforward and smart young Englishmen, 
who can talk to them in Turkish, and who can keep their own 
employers at home informed of the exact requirements of their 
customers. 

“My suggestion is th&t some house, or combination of houses, 
in the woollen trade at home should send out a representative to 
work up their trade here. 

‘Tt would not be easy work at first. Two or three years might 
be required to learn enough of the language and the ways of the 
market to enable him to hold ‘his own, as he would meet with the 
opposition of the native houses at home already in the trade. Of 
course, he should be carefully selected for the post, and should 
possess a good knowledge of the trade. 

‘Given the necessary qualifications and enough patience and 
perseverance to overcome the first difficulties, he should be able to 
render great services to his employers, provided that they on their 
own side are prepared to take full advantage ‘of, and act on, the 
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intelligence placed at their disposal. Needless to say, such an 
envoy would meet with all possible assistance and support from 
this Consulate. 

‘Enquirers as to the import trade in Turkey are often told 
that their only chance of establishing a big business is to give 
credit. (See remarks on p. 151 on the subject of Indian yarn.) 

‘‘ At the same time the greatest care is required to have reliable 
and competent representatives on the spot who can watch the 
market and give timely warning. 

“The French Chamber of Commerce here addresses its 
countrymen on this subject in these terms :— 

“‘*« Success and security in business at Constantinople depends 
almost entirely upon the representative. Enormous risks are run 
by confiding one’s interests to the first comer. Good agents exist 
and are not kard to find, but it is indispensable to make very 
careful enquiries, not only from references given, but also from 
various sources on the spot, before accepting a representative.’ 

“The fact is that the slack and corrupt administration of the 
Bankruptcy Law in the Turkish Courts has encouraged fraudulent 
bankruptcy to such an extent that it has been developed into a 
system.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,950.) 


Mexico.—H.M. Consul at Mexico City in his report for 1902, 
recently issued by the Foreign Office, writes:—‘I often hear 
complaints made that British merchants do not carry out their 


orders quickly enough, pack badly, and so on. These criticisms. 


can be made with quite as much truth of their rivals. I know 
of two orders being placed last August for the same class of goods, 
one in Chicago, the other in the United Kingdom. The British 
goods arrived in October, but the American firm did not forward 
the goods until December. . 

“Local factories are now making very good woollen suitings, 
both for men and women, and Mexico will go on importing less 
and less of these goods as time goeson. This year a new departure 
has been made with a view further to develop the Mexican textile 
trade. The Government has sent a Commission consisting of two 
merchants and an expert from the Customs Department to South 
America with a view to opening up a trade with those countries 
in Mexican produce.* With the exception of cigars and cigarettes 
I do not think the result of this Commission will be very great, 
at least in the immediate future, but it is an indication that in 
this market there will be less chance for foreign textiles. . . 

“Flax, in the State of Tlaxcala, has proved so successful that 
the project of establishing a linen factory convenient to the fields 
and readily accessible from the Mexican and Interoceanic Railways, 
both of which intersect the State, is being seriously considered. 


* See “ Board of Trade Journal” of 2nd October last, p. 34. 
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There are already two linen factories in Mexico, one in the city and 
the other near Cuarnavaca.” 

The following extracts are quoted from a letter to the Consul by 
an Englishman who is one of the foremost mining engineers in 
Mexico, and manager of one of the important British companies :— 
“Asa rule, what is required in mining is the cheapest possible 
machinery which “will do the work efficiently ; the extra good 
material and finish do not come into consideration; and if 
machinery can be obtained at a lower price which will do the work 
for eight or ten years, preference would in many cases be given to 
this class of machinery, as against machinery which would cost 
more, and probably last a longer time. This is explained by the 
fact that mines have no determined duration, and that many 
people prefer not to look too far ahead. Regarding Mexico in par- 
ticular, the question of proximity is a very great factor. . . . 
Mexico must continue to obtain mining machinery from the 
United States, unless British manufacturers appoint agents and 
keep a stock in the country, the latter being practically an 
impossibility, as no stock could cover all requirements, although it 
would cover certain articles which are more or less in common use. 
There is also another point, namely, that British manufacturers, as 
a rule, want to sell what they produce and not what customers 
very often require, and that in certain instances they are tied down 
to old customs and usages. For instance, pipe makers in the 
United Kingdom furnish three classes of pipe—gas, water and 
steam—and I understand that there is some difference in the thread. 
American manufacturers supply only one class of pipe, which may 
be a little heavier than necessary for gas, but which answers 
in most cases sufficiently well for gas, water and steam, all having 
the same thread and the same fittings, thus greatly simplifying 
the trade.” 

Further on in his report the Consul writes :— 

“This Consulate receives a large number of letters of enquiry 
on trade matters from manufacturers and others interested in 
extending their trade relations with this country. I take this 
opportunity of pointing out that it is easier to answer letters of 
this kind if the enquirer facilitates matters by not withholding 
essential particulars ; it is not sufficient merely to ask a question 
and then to expect an intelligent answer. The questions asked 
the Consulate during 1902 on trade matters covered over 300 
altogether different subjects; it has to be remembered that British 
Consuls are not trade experts, and that in requesting information 
they should be told as much about the subject as possible 

Merchants and manufacturers cannot send this 
office too many catalogues, even in English, as when enquiries are 
made by local firms I am always ready to translate and furnish 
all the particulars I can. When writing for names of persons or 
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firms who would be willing to act as agents, it is as well to state 
what commission will be allowed, how orders will be executed, 
what documents are required, cost of shipping, if prices are f.o.b. 
at Liverpool, if advertising expenses will be allowed to the agent, 
and soon. It must not be forgotten that while a proper care is 
taken in furnishing interested parties with these names, that this 
Consulate cannot undertake any responsibility as to the financial 
standing of the parties, and that enquiries on this source should 
be made through the usual channels. 

“In December, in consequence of the initiative taken by the 
Chamber of Commerce in the City of Mexico, and as a result of 
the fall of the value of silver, 80 of the leading importers and 
dealers in dry goods and general drapery in this city have signed 
an agreement to the following effect :— 

“First.—Not to make any sales on longer credit than four 
months. 

‘‘ Second.—Not to allow any discount on credit sales. 

“'Third.—Not to allow more than 4 per cent. discount on cash 
sales. 

“ Fourth.—This agreement to take effect from 1st January, 1903.” 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,951.) 
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IMPORT. TRADE OF "THE TRANSVAAL IN 


JANUARY, 1908. 


The following 


table, showing the value of the principal and 


other articles imported into the Transvaal in January, 1903, as 


compared with January 


of the previous year, is compiled from 


official figures published in the Transvaal “ Government Gazette ” 


of 18th March :— 








Imports. 
Articles, 1902. 1903. 
Metals and manufactures of (includes agricultural £ £ 
implements, bicycles, hardware, iron and steel 
manufactures, cutlery, machinery, Fe.) +. eee 280,000 411,000 
Apparel, haberdashery, &c. (includes hats) 98,000 308,000 
Provisions, exclusive of corn and dairy products 
(includes coffee, chicory, biscuits, meats, fresh and 
preserved; fish, fresh and preserved, jams, sugar, 
tea, vegetables, fruits, condiments, salt, Sc.) a 83,000 295,000 
Wood and manufactures (includes furniture)... 19,000 196,000 
Corn and grain (includes flour, meal and rice) 37,000 148,000 
Leather and manufactures (includes saddlery and 
boots and shoes) .. 36,000 103,000 
Dairy products (includes butter and butte rine, eggs, 
cheese, preserved milk, Se.) not bn Aa! 24,000 96,000 
Live animals 3,000 77,000 
Beverages (includes ale, spir its, wine and mineral 
waters) 18,000 72,000 
Drugs and chemicals 40,000 55,000 
Groceries and oilmen’s stores (inel: udes vilsand paints) 18,000 50,000 
Cotton manufactures me 16,000 38,000 
Soap and candles ... 9 ti 13,000 30,000 
Stationery (includes books and printed matte ry ve | 9,000 31,000 
Vehicles (other than bicycles) 4,000 28,000 
Tobacco, raw and manufactured (includes cigars and 
cigarettes) oe 11,000 25,000 
Woollen manufactures 7,000 21,000 
Jewellery and plated ware (ine ludes clocks and 
’ watches) .. | 10,000 18,000 
ocoa, chocolate, and confectionery | 6,000 14,000 
Toys and sporting goods .. | 4,000 6,000 
Tobacconist ware ... » cc | 3,000 4,000 
Electric cable, wire, wire Tope, and fittings hes | 3,000 1,000 
Other articles of merchandise | 43,000 141,000 
Total... ads ae ann am £ | 785,000 2,168,000 




















Of the total value of merchandise imported into the Transvaal 
during January, 1903, 950,000/. worth were received wid Cape 
Colony, 932,000/. worth vid Natal, and 286,000/. worth vid Delagoa 
Bay. 

N oTE.—The above figures do not include free importations for 
the use of the Local Government or Military Stores, Field Force 
Canteen and Officers’ Messes, Burgher Relief Committee, Repatria- 
tion Department, or Railway Material imported as ‘“ Public 
Stores.” 
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TRADE OF CAPE COLONY IN 1902. 


With reference to the statement on 


p. 435 of the “ Board of 


Trade Journal” of 26th February last, the Board of Trade have 
received, through the Agent-General for the Cape 


statistics showing the value of the trade of Cape Colony for the 
year ended 31st December,. 1902, as compared with the corre- 
sponding period of 1901. The following tables show the total 
value of the imports and exports, including transit trade in both 
cases, of the principal and other articles into and from the Colony 
during the periods above-mentioned :— 


Imports into Cape Colony. 


of Good Hope, 





a 


























Year ended Year ended 
Principal and other Articles, 3lst December, | 31st December, 
1901. 1902. 
Provisions of all kinds (includes butter, cheese, £ £ 
chicory, coffee, meats, rice, sugar, and tea)... 2,680,000 3,814,000 
Metals and metal manufactures (includes 
iron, lead, machinery and hardware) 1,692,000 3,088,000 
Haberdashery and millinery 1,461,000 2,232,000 
Cotton manufactures 1,196,000 1,949,000 
Provisions, oilman stores, &c. (n. 0.4. d.. 1,198,000 1,635,000 
Corn, &c. fe flour, maize, oats, wheat) .. 1,386,000 1,588,000 
Leather and leather manufactures (includes 
boots and shoes, and saddlery and tiga 984,000 1,504,000 
Wearing apparel (includes hats) i _ 1,056,000 1,562,000 
Wood, and manufactures of sees furnitui re 
and cabinetware) 840,000 1,470,000 
' Alcoholic beverages (includes wine, beer, and 
spirits) ... “ wee 731,000 1,005,000 
Stationery (includes books) 497,000 759,000 
Woollen manufactures ... 395,000 610,000 
Tobacco of all sorts one 615,000 774,000 
Carriages and other wheeled vehicles .. 182,000 434,000 
Drugs and chemicals _... 293,000 422,000 
Coal, coke and patent fuel 368,000 398,000 
Soap and candles... 232,000 293,000 
Cocoa and chocoiate and confectionery 226,000 283,000 
Jewellery and plated ware ‘a 116,000 220,000 
Pipes, iron and earthen .. , 121,000 184,000 
Oil, mineral _ ose oe | 118,000 181,000 
Agricultural implements _ | 72,000 161,000 
Linen manufactures _ ‘ial ie wa 85,000 130,000 
Earthenware and crockery ool 92,000 140,000 
Bags, all sorts oa! 92,000 137,000 
Paints and colours | 70,000 111,000 
Cement... 68,000 111,000 
Dynamite and blasting compounds °| 76,000 70,000 
All other articles of merchandise ss] 2,808,000 4,310,000 
Total merchandise eee £ 19,745,000 29,575,000 
Articles imported for the Colonial Government 1,671,000 2,534,000 
Specie - _ wee eee 2,576,000 2,111,000 
Grand total, imports... £; 23,992,000 34,220,000 





NotTe.—The official figures of imports into Cape Colony are exclusive of 
imports by the Imperial Government, but it may be noted that supplies for. the 
army were partly contracted for on the spot. 








Apr. 23, 1903.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL, 161 





Trade of Cape Colony in 1902. 





Exports from Cape Colony. 






































Year ended Year ended 
Principal and other Articles. 3lst December, | 31st December, 
1901, 1902. 
£ £ 
Gold (raw) 1,226,000 5,915,000 
Diamonds . 4,930,000 5,427,000 
Wool (washed, scoured, and in the grease) . 1,489,000 1,930,000 
Ostrich feathers ... snd des Fan 839,000 895,000 
Hair, Angora 503,000 770,000 
Hides and skins ... 448,000 483,000 
Copper ore.. : 571,000 273,000 
All other articles of merchandise | 167,000 140,000 
Total merchandise ... £| 10,173,000 15,833,000 
Imported goods, ore ose ove aia) 547,000 548,000 
Specie ie yea a “ 153,000 1,075,000 
Grand total, exports ... £ 10,873,000 17,456,000 








MINING INDUSTRY OF THE PRIMORSKY PROVINCE. 


A report on the mining industry of the Primorsky province has 
been received at the Board of Trade, through the Foreign Office, 
from the British Commercial Agent at Vladivostock. This report 
states that the mining industry of Eastern Siberia is getting more 
important every year, and during the late visits of the Minister of 
Finance important changes were made in the laws regarding the 
promotion of limited companies. Special laws have always existed 
for the regulation of mining in the Primorsky province, or seaboard 
province, as this district is called, which is bounded by the Pacific 
Ocean, the most important being that no claims are allowed to be 
staked out within a hundred versts (66 miles) of the sea without 
special permission from the Governor-General, and no foreigners 
are allowed to own claims or to work them. Several exceptions 
have been made to this, however, notably in the case of the Ussuri 
Mining Company and in the case of the North East Siberian Com- 
pany, in both of which some of the Directors are Englishmen. 
Since the visit of the Minister it is also permitted to form small 
developing companies with a capital not exceeding 60,000 roubles 
(about 6,000.) and these companies are allowed to issue shares to 
the value of 1/., whereas formerly the lowest shares issued were 
250 roubles (25l.). The chief gold mining centres are at 
Blagovestchensk and at Nikolaevsk, on the Amur River; coal 
mining is in full swing near Vladivostock, and at Olga Bay, some 
200 miles north of Vladivostock there are galena mines and iron 
In Kamchatka, near Petropavlosk, platinum and gold 


ore mines. 
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have been discovered and are being worked; and farther north in 
the Chuckotsk peninsula, gold has been found and prospecting 
is being carried on by the North-East Siberian Company, to whom 
belongs the whole peninsula. The development of the gold mining 
industry in the Primorsky province is shown by the following 
results of gold mining during the last 30 years :— 
From the years 1871 to 1880 inclusive, 43,050 oz. were obtained. 

- » 1881 to 1890 Sv ‘ x 

» 1891 to 1899 a 476, 207 ,, " bs 

As compared with other gold mining districts in Siberia the outturn 
is small, but it must not be concluded from these figures that the 
Primorsky province is poorer in gold than the Amur districts, only 
that the mining industry has not been developed. As the industry 
is new, there are many fields not yet prospected, and on account of 
the difficult conditions under which the industry has been carried 
on, the owners of goldfields have not ventured to work these fields 
unless they are certain of getting a very high yield of gold. The 
average yield of gold from alluvial claims is 3dwts. 7°7 grs. per 100 
pouds of sand, or 2 dwts. 9°4 grs. per ton, 

The unusual climatic conditions and the generally hilly nature of 
the surface where the fields are situated practically put dredging or 
hydraulic work out of the question, and the Siberian method of 
working is the only one to be recommended, but of course with 
improvements. 

The Siberian system is shortly as follows:—After the ground 
has been cleared, it is dug up and removed in layers of from 8 to 9 
inches in thickness. Each layer is carefully tested in order to 
determine its value, and if it does not contain payable gold it is 
dumped on ground either outside the claim or else on to ground 
which has already been worked out. The layers containing pay- 
able gold are taken to the sluice boxes, where they are washed and 
the gravel removed by carts. The gold-saving arrangements are 
very primitive and by the introduction of modern methods can be 
much improved. The pay dirt is washed immediately after its re- 
moval from the ground, and as the washing can only take place 
during the summer months, namely from May to September, work 
is carried on day and night. During the winter all prospecting is 
carried out, as it is easy to sink small shafts without being troubled 
with water. In opening up a new claim, production can be at once 
commenced, and if systematically carried out, the removal of pay 
dirt can proceed simultaneously with the stripping of another 
section. 

Gravel containing one zolotnik to the 100 pouds, or 1 dwt. 
18 grs. per ton, is considered more than payable under certain 
conditions. The above-mentioned climatic conditions apply chiefly 
to the Amur goldfields, for in the Primorsky province the 
climate is milder; labour is cheaper, being either Chinese or 
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Korean, and the cost of transport of machinery is much lower. 
The development of the mining industry is proceeding very slowly 
on account of the total absence of the necessary capital for ex- 
ploiting the mines, and as a direct effect of this absence there 
are no business men of financial standing on the spot. The for- 
malities in connection with obtaining the necessary registration 
of the claims are intricate and take a long time, besides being 
expensive; it often takes two seasons to receive the plans and 
title-deeds from the Mining Department, during which time the 
mines lie idle and the capital unused. On account of there being 
very few mining experts in the country the mines are not worked 
economically, and the most up-to-date methods are not in use. 
In order to develop the mining resources of the country it is 
necessary to induce foreign capitalists to invest their money in 
the industry, and this can only be done by making certain altera- 
tions in the Mining Laws. When the Minister of Finance was 
here last autumn (1902) the Vladivostock Chamber of Commerce 
approached him on this subject and proposed the following :— 
Permission to allow foreigners to act as directors of mining 
companies to prospect, to stake out claims, and to employ foreign 
engineers as managers of mines, to create a local mining office 
at “Vladivostock, and to permit the free use of explosives. The 
Minister agreed with the necessity of altering the present laws 
and practically promised to move in the matter. In fact, during 
this last month (February, 1903), an American has been given ful! 
rights to mine in the Primorsky province. 





AMERICAN COMPETITION IN THE IRON AND STEEL 
INDUSTRIES. 


At the recent conference called by the British Iron Trade 
Association to discuss the whole subject of American competition 
in the iron and steel industries, a paper was read by Mr. Axel 
Sahlin, of Millom, Cumberland, dealing with the development of 
the American iron industry, with special reference to its influence 
upon the British iron industry. | 

In this paper Mr. Sahlin expresses the opinion that the iron ore 
discoveries in the Lake Superior region and in Western Ontario do 
not promise in any way to alter conditions in the iron trade; in Nova 
Scotia and Newfoundland, however, new developments may con- 
fidently be expected to arise from the continued discoveries. In 
Cuba some valuable lodes of magnetite, well within the Bessemer 
limit, are being investigated, which sooner or later may lead to the 
construction of important works on the Atlantic coast. 

In ore transportation some improvements are reported, including 
a new type of ore steamer and an automatic scraper bucket, whioh, 













' 

i 

i, 
ip 
he 
. 
tf 
Wed 
i} 

f 
? 
ies 
| 2 
4 


SETI BR Ft ATC RES PCA IEE BELEN EER TF 





164 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Apr. 28, 1908. 





American Competition in the Iron and Steel Industries. 





combined with the rapid increase in the number of 50 ton steel 
cars, effect a very appreciable economy in the handling of materials 
in bulk. 

Dealing with the subject of fuel, Mr. Sahlin mentions in con- 
nection with the strike in the anthracite fields, that to-day anthra- 
cite is only exceptionally used alone in the blast furnace, owing to 
its tendency to decrepitate into fine flakes and dust. More modern 
practice has been to mix it with a considerable percentage of coke, 
which results in a greater yield of the furnace and better economy. 

The building of blast furnaces in America has, says Mr. Sahlin, 
during the past three years, been so rapid, that the coke supply 
has not kept up with the requirements. In blast furnace con- 
struction, the latest conclusion is that it is better, though 
somewhat more expensive, to run two 300 ton blast furnaces, 
than one of 600 tons capacity. 

In steel manufactures, the basic open-hearth process continues 
to grow rapidly, encroathing on the Bessemer converter and the 
acid Siemens furnace. The prevailing size of the open-hearth 


‘furnace is maintained at 50 tons. Many large plants with from 


6 to 15 of these 50 ton stationary furnaces have recently been 
built or are being built in all districts. A unique development is 
the starting all over the country of a great number of small steel 
foundries, working with bought metal and scrap, and producing 
steel castings of superior quality at comparatively reasonable 
prices. Steel castings are gradually taking the place of iron 
castings whenever subject to variable stress or vibration. In this 
industry there is an outlet for small capitalists which the large 
aggregations cannot easily close. 

With regard to rolling mills, Mr. Sahlin states that continuous 


‘rolling is rapidly gaining ground for producing billets, rods and 


merchant steel. The new three-high plate, several of which are 
under construction, are of largely increased strength, capacity and 
size. 

Mr. Sahlin considers that the preponderance of the Steel 
Corporation will be very fortunate for the British and European 
trade. The Steel Corporation, with its heavy capitalisation, will, 
unquestionably, use every resource to maintain prices at somewhere 
near their present level, at which most British works can undersell 
the American product, both at home and, what is more important, 
in Colonial markets. Before long, however, both American and 
German competition will be keenly felt in the British and Colonial 
markets, especially in such as are open for exploitation and do 
not enjoy protection. 

In Mr. Sahlin’s opinion the better part of the British iron and 
steel industry occupies an unassailable position, but this position 
cannot be maintained or be made profitable unless advantage is 
taken of the improvements which have lately been developed in 
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foreign countries, He suggests certain steps which might in the 
meantime be taken with benefit, viz. :— 

1. The securing of the control of as large a share as possible of 
our own raw materials, from the mineral in the ground to the 
finished product. 

2. In coal mining there must be utilised to more general 
advantage all automatic coal-cutting, transporting and conveying 
machinery, methods of washing and separating, and larger and 
proportionately lighter railway waggons. 

3. Ore steamers should be adapted for cheap and automatic 
loading and unloading. Larger trucks, automatic shipping piers 
and up-to-date automatic ore-handling machinery should be 
introduced. 

4. Combination, specialisation, and standardisation must be 
arranged for, and automatic machinery must be introduced into 
mills and steel works. Considerable economies would thereby be 
effected. 

Mr. Sahlin also deals with the training of engineers and 
managers, and the question of protective duties. 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of a copy of a schedule of fixed 

rates of duty on composite goods, under Section 7 

Nestlé’s of the Finance Act, 1901, determined up to 

Milk Food 31st March, 1903, which has been issued by 

. the Board of Customs. The rates in question 

have already been noted in the “ Board of Trade Journal,” with 

the exception of that on Nestlé’s Milk Food, which is now charged 

with duty at the rate of 1s. 6d. the cwt. to cover both sugar and 
flour ingredients. 


Import Duty on 





NATAL. 


With reference to the notice published in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 20th November, 1902, giving a 
list of the transit rates imposed upon goods 
passing through South African Customs Union 
Ports to places outside the South African Customs Union, the 
Board of Trade have now received a communication from the 
Agent-General for Natal to the effect that the “transit dues” 
imposed upon goods passing through Natal will be reduced from 
3 per cent. to 1 per cent. ad valorem from the 24th April, 1903. 


Reduction of 
Transit Dues. 
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MAURITIUS. 


The Board of ‘Trade have received from the Collector of Customs 
ShEeE at Port Louis, Mauritius, a copy of a Proclama- 
Prohibition of te tion (No. 7 of 1903), which was assented to by 
ens ec the Governor on the 4th March last, and which 
| sale ete tl prohibits the importation into the Colony of 
‘Mauritius from Réunion, in consequence of the 

existence of cattle plague at that place, of the following :— 
Cattle, as defined by Ordinance No. 39 of 1881; horses, asses 
and mules ; carcases, as defined by Ordinance No. 39 of 1881; also 

straw, hay, litter and manure. 


EGYPT. 


The Egyptian ‘‘ Journal Officiel” for the 4th April contains a 
Valuation Tariff Valuation Tariff," in force from Ist April to 
Sot omaniie 30th June, for the purpose of assessing export 
xP duties on various articles of Egyptian produce, 
such as sesame, flax, tow, wool, ivory, wax, hides of various kinds, 
horns and hoofs, cotton-seed oil, Ke. 
This Tariff may be consulted by persons interested on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of ‘lrade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


* For particulars as to the nature of these Egyptian Valuation Tariffs, see 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 19th March, pp. 589-90. 


SPAIN. 


Adverting to the notice on p. 75 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
Rate of Exch for the 9th April, it is to be noted that the 
, oi ange “Gaceta de Madrid” of 16th April contains 

Adi > a f 2 Royal Order declaring 35°36 per cent. to 
hn. epee be : have been the average rate of exchange (pre- 
ble in Gola, mum of exchange on Paris) during the first 
——— fortnight of the present month, and that the 
corresponding reduction in the rate of Customs duty payable in 
gold will be 26 per cent. during the second fortnight of the month. 


TURKEY. 


With reference to the notice published on. pp. 265-6 of the * Board 
Certificates of of Trade Journal” for the 5th February last, 
notifying that the modus vivend: between Turkey 











ee ‘ ok and Greece had been prolonged until 15th March, 
Senniseretel the Board of ‘Trade have now received, through 
Arrangement the Foreign Office, a copy of a telegram from 
. signed. H.M. Ambassador at Constantinople reporting 


that the Turco-Greek Commercial Arrangement 
has been signed. 
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SERVIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
translation of a Circular which has been 
addressed by the Servian Minister of Finance 
to the Customs authorities, explaining the 
terms of the Customs Law relative to the 
signature by members of commercial firms of 
Customs’ declarations on behalf of their firms. 
The Circular prescribes that those persons designated as authorised 
to sign for a firm will do so in future by simply signing the name 
of the firm, and not by affixing their own names in the name of 
the firm. . 


Regulation 
Respecting the 
Signing of 
Customs 
Declarations. 





CUBA—UNITED STATES. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Ratification of information to the effect that the ratifications 
of the new Reciprocity Treaty between Cuba 


an mia 8 and the United States were exchanged at 
Treaty. y Washington on 31st March. It is to be noted, 


however, that the Treaty has yet to be approved 
by Congress before it can become operative. 

The tull text of the Treaty will be published in the ‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” as soon as it is received by the Board. 


COLOMBIA. 

With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 4050 of the 
Abolition of all ** Board of Trade Journal” for the 26th Feb- 
Export Duties - ruary relative to the gradual reduction of 
ensent thaunae export duties in the Republic of Colombia, the 
Meesians Metals Board of ‘Trade are now in receipt, through the 
’ Foreign Office, of a translation of a Colombian 
Decree, dated 30th: January, 1903, abolishing all export duties 

with the exception of those on precious metals. 





The export duties on precious metals remain as fixed by a Decree 
of the Ist May, i202. Under the provisions 
of this Decree, gold, silver, and platinum in 
assayed bars pay a tax equivalent to 5 per 
cent. of the certified value, Gold dust, unassayed platinum, 
platinum and silver, and gold and platinum in the form of jewellery, 
or coined into money, or in any other form not specified, pay 5 per 
cent, of their insurance value. Gold and silver ore are subject 
to a duty of 3 per cent. of their insurance value, 

In cases where there are no documents certifying assay or 
insurance, the following duties are levied :— 


Export Duties on 
Precious Metals. 


Pesos, Cts. 
Gold en wet ie ... Gramme 0 05 
Platinum ie rit og > 0 04 
Silver... ve isi aed 0 02 
Ore Ton 5 00 
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COSTA RICA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
translation of a Costa Rican Decree, dated the 


- roi 19th March, establishing the rates of duty on 
meres the undermentioned articles as follows :— 
Duty per kilog. 
Cents.* 
Glucose... ’ a. 


Filberts, sweet almonds, pine-nut kernels, andnuts 10. 
Confectionery, sweetmeats, jellies, and preserved 


fruits... “a ~~ wee inc — 
These duties were to be leviable from the date of the publication 


of the Decree except in the case of confectionery, &c., the duty on 
which is to come into force on the Ist July next. 


* The real value cf the Costa Rican colon (= 100 cents) may be taken as about 
ls. 11d. 








SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 


CANADA. 


The “‘ Monetary Times” (Toronto) of 27th March reports that a 
‘ new line of steamers, to be known as the 
S.S. Line between ' par vey" 
Canadian Ocean and Inland Service, is to run 
Rotterdam and . ; 
this season between Rotterdam and Canadian 
Canadian Ports. . 
ports. It will be composed of four vessels, two 
of which will run up the lakes to Port Arthur and Fort William, 
after making the round trip, while the other two will run as far as 
Montreal, where their cargoes will be transferred to vessels of the 
Canadian Lake and Ocean Navigation Company of Toronto. 

It is stated that arrangements will be made for a general 
shipping business, but a large part of the service will consist in 
bringing German-made steel rails into Canada. The first cargo 
was to be taken in at Rotterdam on 15th April, and the intention 
is to make it a fortnightly service. 


CAPE COLONY. 


The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 24th March, 
; publishes the following amended regulation to 
et — be substituted for hal anane sub-section 18, 
apnnine 223° section 13, of the Table Bay Harbour Board 
Regulations :— 
_ “Before any cargo is lightered, permission must be obtained 
from the General Manager, from whom lighters may be hired at 
rates to be agreed upon. 
“When requested the Board will undertake all work in 
connection with lighterage, including receiving at ship’s side, 
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granting receipt, and landing on quay, wharf or jetty, including 
the use of lighter and towage, at the following rates :— 


Per ton. 
&, . 
(a) Coal in bags ae “sm 
*When stevedoring is performed by the 
Board, otherwise 3s. 6d. 
(b) Coal in bulk... se vie - oes 
(c) Timber—deals, boards, planks, waggon 
wood, sleepers... way sie une 4 0 
(dq) Grain and bagged cargo 3 6 
(e) Iron—rod and bar ... 5 0 
(f) All other cargo 3. 6 





SOUTHERN RHODESIA. 
In the report of the Civil Commissioner at Gwelo (Matabeleland) 
iat liens contained in the British South Africa Company’s 
; — . reports for 1900-02, it is stated that through- 
ar out the past year transport has been plentiful, 
and almost uniform rates with very slight fluctuations have been 
maintained. The following are average rates :— 





Gwelo to Selukwe ... ... 2s. to 2s. 6d. per 100 lbs. 
5» yy, Sebakwe ... i ae rt = 
Bulawayo to Gwelo... >) 4 ae ms a 
ee a ek as a 
° TURKEY. 


In his report for the year 1902 on the trade of Constantinople, the 
British Vice-Consul at that city warns merchants 
that the charges for storage in the Turkish 
Custom-house there are extremely high, and 
soon swallow up the value of the goods. Eight 
days are allowed the consignee from the date of arrival of goods. 
Beginning from the ninth day the Custom-house charges storage, 
called ‘‘ardieh,” at the following rate :—On packets weighing up 
to 4 cwts., $d. aday; from 4 to 8 cwts., ld.; from 8 to 12 ewts., 
14d.; from 12 to 16 cwts., 2d.; from 16 cwts. to 1 ton, 244.; on 
packages weighing over | ton, Sd. a day. ‘This charge is made for 
the first week, is doubled for the second, and trebled for the third, 
after which the goods may be left in the Custom-house at the 
triple rate for one year. 


Custom-house 
Storage Charges 
at Constantinople. 


The Vice-Consu! also reports that a Chamber of Shipping has 
lately been formed at Constantinople by the 
representatives of the steamship companies 
trading to that port, for the purposes of dealing 
with questions interesting foreign shipping in 
Turkey, making representations with regard to such interests to 
the local authorities and to the foreign missions, and arbitrating 
on disputes, 


Formation of 
Chamber of 
Shipping. 








A EA LOO ALO ly EO 
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TURKE Y—continued. 
With regard to the Bagdad Railway, the Vice-Consul states that 
the concession for the extension of the railway 
Bagdad Railway. from Konia to Bagdad and the Persian Gulf was 
granted to the German Anatolian Railway 

Company two years'ago; but the construction was delayed owing 
to the difficulty of finding security for the kilometric guarantee to 
which the Turkish Government had pledged itself. The difficulty 
has now been arranged by the convention. The Turkish Govern- 
ment will hand over tu the railway company the bonds of a loan, 
bearing interest at 4 per cent. The railway company will issue the 
bonds and pay itself for the expense of constructing and working 
the line. 

The convention consists of 46 articles. 

Article 35 deals with the guarantee assigned by the Ottoman 
Government for the service of the loan, and concludes as follows :— 

‘In addition, the Anatolian Railway Company (Bagdad line) on 
its side, appropriates the line from Konia to the Persian Gulf, with 
its branches and rolling-stock, as security to the holders of the 
above loans. It appropriates in like manner and for the same 
object its portion of receipts from this line after the payment of 
working expenses, but the holders of the loans shall have no right to 
any voice in the management of the company.” 


Various schemes have been proposed for connecting the terminus 

The Haidar Pasha of the Oriental Railway at Stambul with that 

Q of the Anatolian Railway at Haidar Pasha by 

_— a bridge across the Bosphorus or by a steam 

ferry to carry the trains. But nothing has been decided or rather 

no decision is known. The Tariff of quay charges has been drawn 

up and submitted by the Anatolian Railway Company to the 
Turkish Government and is now under consideration. 

This Tar:ff may be made a powerful lever to help the German 
import trade into Asia Minor, for all goods sent into the interior 
by this line must pass over the Haidar Pasha quay and a Tariff of 
through rates from inland towns in Germany to inland towns in 
Asia Minor, to include quay dues, might easily be framed in such 
a manner as heavily to handicap British goods. (foreign Office, 
Annual Neries, 2,950.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—PORTO RICO. 
The Board of Trade have received from H.M. Consul at Porto Rico 
alae aie a copy of the rules and regulations for the 
ierbour government of the docks and harbours in 
eo laters Porto Rico, as amended on the 3rd June, 1902. 
S These may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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CUBA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 

Tariff of Minister at Havana, forwarding copy and 

Seiten Dien translation of the Law fixing the tariff of fees 

". < leviable by Cuban Consular Officers abroad, 

which was published in the Cuban “Official Gazette” of 19th 
February last. 

It should be noted that pending the appointment of Cuban 
Consular Officers in the United Kingdom, the provisions of the 
Law will not be applicable to British ports. 

The full text of the law may be seen by persons interested on 
application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street,.S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 








COLOMBIA. 


With reference to the notice published on p. 598 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal ” for the 25th September, 1902, a 
despatch dated 13th February has been received 
at the Foreign Office from H.M. Legation at 
aisle Dleile Bogota, stating that the Colombian Government 
Re-established have received information that President 
‘ Castro has decreed a renewal of commercial 
relations with that republic, and has opened the River Zulia. 
In consequence of this a Decree has been promulgated at Bogota, 
which re-establishes the Cucuta Custom-house and opens the port 
to traffic. 


Opening to 
Traffic of the 
Port of Cucuta: 





MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH—QUEENSLAND. 


The Board of Trade have received from the office of the Agent- 
Gold Production General for Queensland a communication 
, h stating that the gold returns of that State for 
in March, the month of March last were.as follows, 


1908. the figures for March, 1902, being added for 
purposes of comparison :— 








_— | March, 1902. March, 1903. 





Ore crushed es coe ges eee ...| 77,100 tons 71,800 tons 


60,300 ounces 74,900 ounces 





Total yield 





























172 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Apr. 23, 1903. 





Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





NORTH-WESTERN RHODESIA. 
In his report* for the year 1901-02, Mr. R. T. Coryndon, 
Administrator of North-Western Rhodesia, 
Copper and Iron ner 


Discoveries. “As regards minerals, I am pleased to be 


able to report that Mr. George Grey, who is in charge of the 
Tanganyika Concessions Company’s expedition, and is now work- 
ing at Kansanshi at the head waters of the Lunga river, has 
expressed his satisfaction with the discoveries of the expedition 
referred to. There are very large old workings of copper, and the 
ore appears to be of a good quality. The workings extend over a 
wide area, and there is no doubt but that that district will become, 
in the future, a very wealthy one. I regard these discoveries as 
of great importance. 

‘Tron is shown in enormous quantities in many districts. In 
the neighbourhood of Lealui, among the sand belts and far from 
any visible rock formation of any kind, and south-east of Lealui in 
the Matotela country, almost every valley and stream valley has a 
deposit of soft red hematite ore; itis dug up without any difficulty 
from canoes in two to four feet of water. In the Matotela country 
almost every village has its bellows and native forge, and the hoes, 
spear-heads, and ironwork generally shows the ore to be of excellent 
quality. In the neighbourhood of the falls every village has a heap 
of iron slag and melted cinders, partly hidden by grass and 
rubbish, showing where the crude smelting furnaces stood when 
the Batoka country was heavily populated; and the existence of 
this great quantity of raw iron in the immediate neighbourhood 
of the falls, with the illimitable power available, opens the proba- 
bility of great iron foundry shops in the future Livingstone.” 


* Contained in the reports of the Administration of Rhodesia recently issued by 
the British South Africa Company. 





SPAIN. 

With reference to the particulars given in his last annual report 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,771) relative to 
the iron mines in the Corunna district, the 
Acting British Consul at Corunna, in a recent 
despatch to the Foreign Office, reports that the 
first cargo of iron ore from the mines at Baamonde was to be sent 
to Corunna for shipment on the 11th April last, and from that 
date regular quantities were to be received from these mines. 

He adds that this is apparently the first serious attempt to 
develop the iron mines and make Corunna the port of shipment. 


Development of 
Iron Mines in 
Corunna. 


According to a recent report by the United States Consul at 
Malaga, a rich vein of oxide of iron discovered 
lately near the city of Jaen in the province of 
that name, about 85 miles from Malaga, is 


Iron Oxide 
Discovery. 
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being worked by the Compania Mineralurgica. A plant for 
preparing the mineral for marketing among manufacturers of red 
pigments, has been established on the outskirts of Malaga. This 
is claimed to be the only deposit in Spain outside of a small one 
near Santander. The crude mineral is crushed, cleaned by washing 
and finally dried in kilns. The value of the crude mineral last 
year was 50 pesetas (28s. 4d.) per short ton (of 2,000 lbs.) at Malaga, 
while the prepared product was invoiced at double this price. - 
Exports are being made to the United States, though England is 
the largest market for it. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The “ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) of 4th 
April publishes the following figures of the 


resem mineral production of Tennessee from advance 
Production of fi ~ eget lla om ; 
Tennessee. gures suppile y e Commissioner o 


Labour, Statistics, and Mines :— 

Barytes.—In 1902 there were 3,255 short tons (of 2,000 lbs.) of 
barytes produced. Only one mine was operated during the year. 
There are mines at Cleveland, Sweetwater, and Madisonville; also 
at Sinking Springs, in Sevier County, and a larger production is 
expected this year. 

Iron ore—The output of iron ore in 1902 included 300,627 
tons of brown hematite and 288,243 tons of red hematite ; a total 
of 588,870 long tons (of 2,240 Ibs). 

Phosphates.—The total production of phosphates in the State of 
Tennessee in 1902 was 454,078 long tons (of 2,240 lbs.). The total 
value was 1,541,161 dols., an average of 2°95 dols. per ton at mines. 

Of the phosphate mined, 347,078 tons came from the Mount 
Pleasant region. Of this 105,530 tons were exported. The 
average prices realised in this field were 2°90 dols. per ton for 
phosphate rock shipped to domestic points, and 3°25 dols. for rock 
exported. 





MEXICO. 


H.M. Consul at Mexico City in his recent report, after giving a 
list of the minerals found in Mexico, with the 
principal localities where the more important 
ones are mined, writes :— 

‘‘T have had several letters asking for statistics as to the output 
of the mines of Mexico, the quality of the ores, the methods used 
in reducing the metals, the names and addresses of the different 
mining companies and even the history of the mining of various 
precious metals. 

“As to the output of the different mines I have found it 
quite impossible to obtain even an approximation.” 


Mineral Statistics 
unobtainable. 
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MEX1ICO—continued. 

Further on in his report the Consul states that the number of 
Smeltin smelting works in Mexico is increasing notably. 
Work = In addition to the immense smelters at Aguas- 

re calientes, Monterey and San Luis Potosi, new 
works are being built in Guaymas, Avino, Tepeyanualco, Viezca 

and Saltillo, each of which will cost over 200,000 dols. (40,000/.), 

and, excepting the Avino works, were to be finished and ready to 

begin smelting in January last. The erection of an immense 
smelter in Monterey in connection with the large foundry has 
already commenced, and is to cost 500,000 dols. (100,000/.). And 
to all these must be added the big smelter about to be built by the 
Yaqui Smelting and Refining Company in the Ures district, Sonora. 


With regard to coal the Consul points out that coal is not con- 

sidered a metal and does not come under the 

Coal. mining law. Only in one or two places are the 

deposits worked, as in the State of Coahuila. 

Native coal is used on some of the railways, notably by the 

Interoceanic. Most of the coal in Mexico is lignite of poor quality 

and the deposits are characteristically pockety. The Sonora 

deposits, when the railway communication is complete, will enter 

into competition with British Columbia coal. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,951.) 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 
BRAZIL. 


Vhe ‘“ Diario Official” of Brazil of 26th March contains a copy of 
Revert te the the A ape ' be R -rmcagge " the —— 
Shareholders of meeting of shareholders of the “Allianga 
mreetngreeat Spinning and Weaving Company, Rio de 
: ee Janeiro, on 28th of the said month. A copy of 
Mill. a oF ne, : 
the ‘‘ Diario” containing the above may be 
seen on application by those interested at the Commercial Intelli- 
gence branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W.., 
any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (except Saturday, 
when the Branch closes at 1 p.m.). 


AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
on ee the week ended the 18th April were as follow :— 
Wheat... eee eee ». 208 6d. 
Barley... ee oe wo. 21s, 6d. 
Oats bie ww. 17s. 3a, 


For further particulars see p. 185. 
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UNITED KINGDOM—continued. 


Statements are published on pp. 186-7, showing the quantities of 
. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
oe oT oe imported into the United Kingdom during the 


cultural Produce. ¥.4ks ended the 11th and 18th April, as well 
as of the imports during the corresponding weeks of 1902. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


According to ‘‘ Capital” (Calcutta), in the course of his address 
Cultivation of 2 the general meeting of the Bank of Cal- 
Selle ta Senda. cutta, Ltd., held recently, the chairman, Mr. 

David Yule,- remarked that the absence of 
expansion in the cultivation of jute in Bengal requires in- 
vestigation. The cultivators, enriched by the high prices 
of past years, do not care to bestir ddaphentlien to meet the 
growing requirements of manufacturers, and the result of this 
apathy is a permanently high average cost and panic prices when 
rumours of a short crop get abroad. The present situation opens 
a large field for the employment and settlement of families from 
famine-stricken districts, and the subject is worthy of more atten- 
tion than it has received. 





With regard to the question of distributing Indian tea in foreign 
markets, Mr. Yule stated that until a few 


Foreign Tea years ago London buyers alone attended the 
Caloutte. alcutta auction rooms, but now there are many 


representatives of other markets, and this past 
season sellers welcomed the presence of direct orders from Russia. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH— —NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 


The “‘ Government Gazette ” of New South Wales for the 3rd March 

publishes regulations, approved and adopted by 

aon the Minister of Mines and Agriculture, for 

' handling and otherwise preparing goods for 

export, together with the scale of* charges for storage at the 
Government Cold Storage Depot. 

The officers of the depot undertake, subject to certain conditions, 
to receive, grade, pack, brand, store, and freeze certain classes of 
produce, and deliver the completed crates of goods to the ship’s 
side and obtain shipping receipt. 

Particulars of the grading and of the distinguishing marks 
given to the various qualities are also contained in “the “ Gazette,” 
which can be seen by persons interested on application at the 

Jommercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parlia- 
ment Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m, and 
) p.m, (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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BRITISH WEST INDIES. 
The “ Agricultural News” (Barbados), the organ of the Imperial 
Cotton Department of Agriculture for the West Indies, 
Cultivation. states in its issue of the 28th March, that great 
interest is being shown in the schemes for 
re-establishing the cotton industry in the West Indies. In 
Barbados several acres of land have already been planted in cotton, 
and a Bill for the protection and regulation of the sale of cotton 
has passed the House of Assembly and the Legislative Council. 
Besides this, the Legislature has granted a sum of 2501. from the 
Public Treasury to be placed at the disposal of Dr. Morris, the 
Commissioner of the Imperial Department of Agriculture for the 
West Indies. 

The “ Agricultural News” observes that the prizes oftered by 
the British Cotton-Growing Association, combined with the freight 
reduction agreed to by the Harrison, Royal Mail and Leyland 
Lines, should greatly encourage those who are disposed to take up 
cotton growing. 

The pamphlet on cotton cultivation in the West Indies (referred 
to in the “ Board of Trade Journal” of the 19th March, p. 599) 
recommends Sea Island cotton for cultivation in the West Indies, 
side by side with the best varieties of upland cotton—not 
necessarily in adjoining fields, but .each in its own locality, 
according to the character of the soil and climate. Although the 
Committee of the British Cotton-Growing Association recommends 
that ‘seed of upland American or similar classes be used, it is 
stated on local authority that it is only in rather dry districts with 
thin soil that upland cotton gives more satisfactory results than 
Sea Island. Siistienee at Carriacou and at St. Lucia appears to 
point in this direction. On the other hand, in many districts of 
Barbados, Antigua and St. Kitts, where the soil generally is not 
only richer but more highly cultivated, it is probable that Sea 
Island cotton could be advantageously grown. 





GERMANY. 
According to statistics published in the “ Reichsanzeiger,” the 
quantity ef raw sugar produced in Germany 
Sugar Production. during the period from lst August to 3lst 
March last, being the first eight months 
of the 1902-3 sugar campaign, was 1,485,081 metric tons as 
compared with 1,995,800 tons produced during the corresponding 
period of the previous sugar campaign. ‘The quantity of refined 
sugar produced increased from 938,272 metric tons during 
the period, August to March, 1902, to 976,432 metric tons 
during the period, August to March, 1903. The total sugar 
output in Germany during the period from Ist August, 1902, to 
3lst March, 1903, reduced to terms of raw sugar, amounted to 
1,686,551 metric tons. 
NoTE.— Metric ton = 1.000 kilogs. = 2,204 lbs. avoirdupois. 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


A report published in the “ Labour Gazette” of the 15th April, 
State of the based on 3,268 returns, Viz. : 2,046 from 
Labour Market in Employers, or their Associations, 1,157 from 
NT « Workmen and Trade Unions, and 65 from 
arch, 1903. 
other sources, states that employment was 
on the whole better in March than in February, owing partly to 
seasonal improvements in certain industries, but it continues to 
be worse than a year ago. 

In the 226 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
509,129, making returns, 24,096 (or 4°3 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of March, as compared with 4°8 per 
cent. in February, and 3°7 per cent. in the 224 Trade Unions, with a 
membership of 551,270, from which returns were received for 
March, 1902. The mean percentage of unemployed returned 
at the end of March during the past decade was 4:3. 


* For principal contents of the “ Labour Gazette,” see p. 188. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 16th April was 
Cotton Statistics. 90,762 and the number imported during the 
16 weeks ended the 16th April was 1,686,006. 


As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 16th 
April, 8,377 bales, and for the 16 weeks, 153,092. 
For further details see p. 185. 





CAPE COLONY. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade are 
' in receipt from the Controller of Customs, Cape 

as Town, of a communication in reply t 

Food-stuffs Im- . ; :; oe cai 
- Butt enquiry relative to the requirements to be 
ported: Butter complied with as regards the marking of food- 
stuffs imported into Cape Colony. 

The Collector of Customs states that the importation of food- 
stuffs is regulated under Act 5 of 1890, entitled an Act “To make 
provision for the sale of Food and Drugs in a pure state and to 
prevent the Adulteration of Seeds.” 

A copy of Section 23 of the said Act, dealing with the marking 
of cases containing butter, margarine, &., may be seen by 
persons interested on application to the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 
S.W., on any day between the hours of 10 am. and 5 5 p.m. 


Margaripe, &c. 


(Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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NATAL. 


The following announcement by His Excellency the Governor of 

A bina Natal, respecting the appointment of a Trade 

Ppowm — Commission, appeared in the “ Natal Govern- 
one ment Gazette ” of 10th March :— 

Cee. ‘Whereas it is deemed desirable that infor- 
mation be obtained as to the volume of trade which is likely to 
pass through the several ports of South Africa for the Transvaal 
and Orange River Colonies, and that a Commission should be 
appointed for the purpose of collecting such information : 

‘“‘ Now, therefore, [ appoint Sir William Arbuckle, John Nicol, 
and James Henderson to be my Commissioners for the purpose of 
visiting the Transvaal and Orange River Colonies, with a view to 
obtaining the fullest possible information—from public and private 
sources—as to the probable demands in the near future, and for a 
period, if possible, of not less than five years, for all goods and 
articles of commerce which are likely to be imported through the 
various South African ports, including those not only of the 
British Colonies, but also the Portuguese port at Delagoa Bay. 

“For your guidance in the discharge of the duty hereby 
entrusted to you, instructions will be given to you on the subject 
by the Prime Minister of this Colony.” 





_— 


TRANSVAAL. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade are in 
uM , receipt of a communication from Mr. John 
erenantios Buchan; Secretary to Lord; Milner, in reply t 
Marks. — ce hits na 
an enquiry relative to the requirements to be 
complied with as regards the marking of foodstuffs imported into 
the Transvaal. 

Mr. Buchan states that there are no such requirements to 
be complied with. There is no ‘‘ Merchandise Marks Act” in 
force in the Colony, and no Customs law or regulations on the 
subject. After importation, however, goods are subject to Law 
No. 29 of 1896, ‘“‘ Adulterated and Tainted Food Stuffs’ Act.” 
Article 6 says: ‘The word ‘adulteration’ in this law shall be 
taken to mean the act of mixing, or adding, any substance 
deleterious to health, or done with the object. of increasing or 
deteriorating or concealing the quantity.” 

Mr. Buchan adds thai the selling of goods under false description 


is illegal at Common Law. 











seek SUS Pani ele 





1 PTR eR ay et Ux 


a 





Apr. 23, 1903.] 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


179 











Miscellaneous. 








NEW ZEALAND. 


A recent issue of the ‘‘New Zealand Trade Review ”’ 


contained 
the 


the following comparative table, showing 


Trade in 1902. 


official returns :— 


) sidiccniniedirnentgaeslioes 


ee eee) 


North Island— 
Auckland 
Wellington... 
Other North Island Ports 


Total North Island.. 
South Island— 
Dunedin 
Lyttelton _ 
Other South Island Ports 
Total South Island... 


' Specie to all ports ... 
Parcels post to all ports 


Total Colony 





Dil ee ee 


value of imports into the various ports of New 
Zealand during the last three years, based on 















































Imports. 
1900. | 1901 1902. 
# ies 
| £ | £ £ 
...| 2,508,549 | 2,851,! 3,068,123 
...| 2,565,626 | 2,858 2,786,319 
ss 498,395 516 491,204 
se 5,572,570 | 6,226,576 | 6,345,646 
| 
...| 2,080,847 9.111,764 1,935,995 
...| 1,719,489 | 2,053,666 | 1,741,627 
746,769 840,269 797,991 
4,547,145 | 5,915,699 | 4:475,613 
438,770 | 464,499 | 369,685 
87,662 109,683 123,912 
£, 10,646,107 | 11,816,457 | 11,314,856 








The following table, showing the values of the principal classes 
of produce exported from New Zealand during the years ended 
31st December, 1901 and 1902, is taken from the same source :— 





































Exports. 
—_—— 399". 19¢2. 
£ £ 

Wool 3,699,000 3,355,009 
Meats 2,369,000 2,889,000 
Gold 1,754,000 1,951,000 
Butter 882,000 1,206,000 
Grain 1,285,000 786,000 
Tallow ... - 352,000 550,000 
Hides and skins , 405,000 534,000 
Hemp (New Zealand) 196,000 534,000 
Kauri gum - 446,000 450,000 
Timber ... el 295,000 208,000 
Gaal’ i. ai 142,000 154,000 
Cheese ... | 239,000 164,000 
Live-stock _ me weal 17,000 103,000 
Other New Zealand produce .. 611,000 602,000 

LE ee rere £' 12,692,000 | 13,486,000 


B2 
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Miscellaneous. 


SWEDEN. 


The United States Consul at Gothenburg reports that Swedish 
manufacturers are following the example of 
other countries and combining to prevent 
excessive competition and to work more effec- 
tively for export. Agreements have been made between joinery 
factories, lumber companies, match factories, &c., and the latest is 
the combination of several glass works, with head office in 
Stockholm. It involves eight glass works producing crystal glass, 
or table glassware, one of which is situated in Norway, The stock 
already paid for amounts to 1,625,000 kroner (90,2771.). 

The Consul also states that, according to newspaper reports, 
eight of the ten Swedish works producing window glass have been 
combined into one concern. The operation of tlie glass works at 
Nol, near Gothenburg, has been stopped, and the trust will pay 
the owners of Nol glass works an annual compensation of 35,000 
kroner (1,944/.) for ten years, on condition that no window glass 
is manufactured there. This arrangement has been made in order 
to reduce the yearly output of window glass to 140,000 cases ; 
formerly, the production amounted to upwards of 200,000 cases 
per annum. 


Combination of 
Glass Factories. 





GERMANY. 


According to Kuhlow’s (Berlin), of the Ist April, great interest is 
being taken in the organisation of the Fifth 


et International Congress for Applied Chemistry 
Applied which is to be held in Berlin during the first 
Chemistry in week of June next. Enclosed with the official 
Berlin. invitation, which is written in English, French 


and German, is a brochure containing all 
necessary information for participators in the Congress, application 
forms, order of business, arrangements for festivities, &c., also in 
the three above-mentioned languages. The Bureau of the Con- 
gress is in Charlottenburg (Berlin), Marchstrasse, 21. 





SWITZERLAND. 


It appears, from statistics published in the “Feuille Fédérale 

Siadiereisl Suisse” of the 8th April, that the number of 

iadiMers commercial travellers in Switzerland, both of 

Swiss and foreign nationality, has shown an 

increase each year since 1893, excepting for the period 1894-96, 

during which the figures experienced a falling-off, principally as 
regards Austria and Italy. 





a 
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The following table shows the progress made since 1893 :— 




















Year. Swiss. Foreign. Total. 
; No. No. No. 
UR ai ses) bertioddht beeoiees eee 5,145 21.316 
; | ROR Il Aan ee FS 4,984 21.727 
Oe de he a ae ee 5.635 26,837 
: Mead Loh he ig aibgor goo Se oe 27,349 
ila: ciew i) de cam’) * eecto: “bed 6,531 29.353 








Germany sends the greatest number of travellers and France, 
Italy and Austria-Hungary come next, their respective shares in 
the total being shown in the following table :— 











abat 
Year. Germany. | France. Italy. | pelos 

No. | No. No. No. 

ee Ble! ee ee | 673 256 175 
1897 ... Sie os pee 3,257 | 41,1852 282 163 
1900 ... ese one one 3,848 1,145 332 203 
1901... se ee See] «3,987 | —Ss,182 355 204 
1902 ... le oat ces 4,463 | 1,294 403 232 














The annexed statement indicates the principal branches of 
industry represented by these travellers in 1902, the foreign 
representatives only being taken into consideration :— 


Textiles... ... 1,829 {| Drugs, chemicals, &c. 361 
Food, drink, and | Leather and leather 
tobacco ... “oc : e goods... . 333 
Metals sinus ... 797 | Wood and manufas- 
Books, &e. ... 729 | tures of . 258 
Hair brushes, pencils, | Jewellery, clocks, &e. 237 


sponges, &e. ... 428 Ironmongery i Se 





UNITED STATES—PHILIPPINES. 


The following are the principal provisions of the Act, containing 
thirteen sections, recently passed in the United 
States of America, “to establish a standard of 
value and to provide for a coinage system in 
the Philippine Islands ” :— 

Section I.—The unit of value in the Islands 
is to be a gold “Peso,” consisting of 12 9/10 


Act establishing 
a Standard of 
Value and pro- 
viding for a 
Coinage System. 
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grains of gold, 9/10ths fine, as soon as the local Government shall 
have coined and ready for, or in, circulation, not less than 5,000,000 
of the silver ‘“‘ Peso” provided for in the Act, and the gold coins of 
the United States at the rate of one dollar for two of the ‘‘ Pesos” 
authorised by the Act to be coined, shall be legal tender for all 
debts, public and private, in the Islands. 


Section I1J.—In addition to the coinage authorised for use in the 
Philippines by the Act of July 1st, 1902, the local Government is 
authorised to coin to an amount not exceeding 79,000,000 “* Pesos,” 
a silver coin of the denomination of one “Peso,” of the weight of 
416 grains, the standard of which shall be such that of 1,000 parts 
by weight, 900 shall be of pure metal and 100 of copper. 


Section III.—The silver Philippine “ Peso” is to be legal 
tender in the Islands for all debts, unless specifically provided 
otherwise by the contract. Debts contracted prior to 31st Decem- 
ber, 1903, may be paid in the legal tender currency existing in 
the Islands at the time of making the contracts, unless otherwise 
expressly provided by contract. 


Section IV. provides for the coinage of subsidiary coins, and 


Section V. makes such coins legal tender i in the Islands to the 
amount of 10 dols. 


Section VI—The coinage authorised by the Act is subject to 
the conditions and limitations of the provisions of the Act of 
July Ist, 1902, except as otherwise provided, and in order to main- 
tain the value of the silver Philippine “ Peso” at the rate of one 
gold ‘* Peso” the local Government may issue temporary certifi- 
cates of indebtedness, bearing interest at not over 4 per cent. per 
annum, payable at periods from 3 to 12 months, and redeem- 
able in United States gold coin or lawful money of the Islands. 
The amount of such certificates outstanding at one time shall not 
exceed 10,000,000 dols., or 20,000,000 ‘ Pesos.” 


Section VII.—The Mexican silver dollar at present in use in 
the Philippines and the silver coins heretofore issued by the 
Spanish Government for use in the same shall be receivable for 
public dues at a rate to be fixed by proclamation of the Civil 
Governor, until a date, not earlier than January Ist, 1904, also to 
be fixed by proclamation of the Civil Governor, when such coins 
shall cease to be so receivable. 


Section VIII.—The Treasurer of the Philippine Islands is 
authorised to receive deposits of the silver coins of one “ Peso” 
authorised by the Act, and to issue silver certificates therefor, the 
coins so deposited to be retained and held for the payment of such 
certificates, such certificates to be receivable for all public dues. 
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BRAZIL. 


The following statement, showing the value of the exports, exclusive 
of specie, from Brazil in 1901 and 1902 is 














— based on figures published in the ‘ Brazilian 
Review ” for the 17th March, 1903 :— 
ania | 1901. | 1902. 
oy | 
£ £ 

Se ee 20,335,000 
RR 2 Hee eS oe 8,490,000 7,115,000 
a TRAIT he eed ae 1,655,000 1,206,000 
Sugar ... de ond ove one ane 1,551,000 936,000 
a PSE se ends 936,000 1,084,000 
Cocoa ie ce i “as onal 847,000 1,022,000 
MS ik, PROT ee ee ee 451,000 1,204,000 
Other articles ... | 2,713,000 3,543,000 

Se et en | 40,622,000 36,445,000 











ARGENTINA. 


In‘the “ Boletin Oficial” of Argentina of 11th March a Decree is 
published, to come into force three months from 


gue fg on Sth idem, requiring all alcohol intended for 
< a wien illuminating, heating, and preparation of 


n Rime varnish to be denatured by the use of the 
following formula, viz. :— 
Pyridine, 45 per cent. 
Acetone (commercial), 45 per cent. 
Kucalyptus essence (commercial), 10 per cent. 
The alcoho! is then denatured by an addition of | part of the 
mixture so obtained to 50 parts of alcohol. 

When, however, special systems of illuminating require for the 
best results of their plans the use of certain formule, the National 
Chemical Office will examine experimentally the necessity for the 
modification of the general formula just expressed and will report 
to the *“‘ Ministerio de Hacienda,” who will decide. 


The following table, showing the value of the imports into Rosario 
Trade of Rosario 12 the year 1902, with comparative figures for 
the preceding year, is taken from a report 

in 1902. a “aT : 
recently received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Consul at Rosario :— 
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Imports into Rosario. 























' 1901. 1902. 
Articles. | (Fair harvest.)| Bad harvest.) 
Gold Dollars. | Gold Dollars. 

Provisions jas moe oie soe oe oes 1,665,648 1,425,129 
Wines and spirits nba sas Le eee nes 508,343 329,156 
Tobacco .. an a _ tie - 60,721 74,437 
Spun, woven goods, &e. = oe oe on 896,082 735,251 
Clothing, &c. ... _ sisi sit on 224,388 122,088 
Chemical products, drugs, &e. _ _ one 423,577 361,181 
Lumber, &c. ... ae ‘me — a ..-| 1,071,258 638,854 
Stationery, &c.. sine dee sn —_ ‘ies 165,000 129,392 
Tanned leather, Ke. in ‘ie on 11,174 8,393 
Hardware, agricultural implements, ‘ke. -_ .»| 2,748,789 | 1,213,113 
Building materials, —— oils, varnishes, &c. ...| 2,115,801 | 1,986,050 
Metal ware _ bie ~_ _— atl 136,724 | 84,710 
Glass and crockery ware... ad oes ne 237,914 | 115,987 
Combustibles, lamp oil, &c. ... vee _ oes 657,217 627,693 
Sundries see eee +4 sd sae ~ 293,844 208,952 
Totals. ... ...| 11,211,480 8,060,386 

Equivalent in sterling at 5 dols. ‘to the £ .».| 2,242,296 | 1,612,077 





Imports for the year 1902, as compared with 1901, show a 
falling-off as demonstrated by the table, of 630,220/. This 
difference is attributed to the almost total failure of last season’s 
crops by drought, &c., which caused many failures and restricted 
credit, so that merchants only imported on a small scale during 
the year. 

The Consul adds that the table does not include large quantities 
of merchandise purchased in Buenos Aires, where better terms as 
regards payment, &c., are obtainable, and of which it is impossible 
to obtain reliable statistics. 

The following table shows the value of the exports from Rosario 
in the years 1901 and 1902 :— 


Exports from Rosario. 





—- 1901. 1902. 





Gold Dollars, | Gold Dollars, 





Agricultural products (chiefly maize, linseed and 





wheat) ond 20,461,231 9,836,323 

Industrial products (chiefly unrefined sugar, bran 
and flour) ... eee 3,463,556 3,736,765 
Forest products (v hie ft y que br ‘ac ho Togs) .. oon 396,048 488,213 
Mineral products... ges 77,895 36,227 
Animal products (chiefly hides and wool)... oss 3,866,589 3,816,255 
Totals _... we | 28,265,319 17,913,783 








Equivalent in sterling at 5 5 dols. to the Oo 5,653,063 3,582,756 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 16 Weeks ended 16th April, 1903. 






































Week ended | 16 Weeks || week endea | 16 weeks 
—_ 16th April, | ,.°P4¢4 || 16th April, | .°744 
1903,” | 16th April, 1902.” | 16th April, 
- 1903. , 1903. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) ( Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American ... ow 50,873 1,350,020 3,201 | 71,165 
Brazilian ace eee 15,260 81,080 2,742 | 14,184 
East Indian ... eee 9,281 31,879 670 10,370 
Egyptian ide 12,629 207,263 1519 | 54,116 
Miscellaneous ove 2,719 15,764 245 3,257 
Total... ‘ip 90,762 1,686,006 | 8,377 153,092 




















Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 18th April, 1903, and 
vorresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 


Returns Act, 1882. 


Corn Prices. 





Average Price. 














Wheat, Barley. Oats 
s. d, a «© s. d, 
Week ended 18th April, 1903 ol mm 4 21 6 17. 8 
Corresponding week in— 
1896 ... eee oce eee dee oof 25 6 . a 13 1l 
a coe, tlt om |e ae 2 ae Se ae 
1898 ... eee ose ove eee — oe 28 3 18 4 
en. «— gn we’ om 2 a 8... oe So 49:2 
1900 ... one one ane coe at te 24 9 17 38 
ea (Sk te 8 »-| 26 8 | 2 7 18 8 
1902 ... lei one , “ ol a a 21 #1 











* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperiai 


pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley 


and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
llth April, 1903, together with the quantities imported in the 


corresponding week of the previous year. 














Week ended | Oorrespond- 
a 1ith Apr., | ing week 
1903. in 1902. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... —.. Number. 11,789 6,520 
Sheep and lambs... 2 ose ws " 9,926 5,881 
Swine ove _ ove ace a - _ - 
Rial” caieg- «idl cae ne 539 716 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef... eee eee eee eee ee Cwts. 71 845 $6,316 
Mutton eee eee eee ee +} 78,972 68,724 
Pork ae art ae ma = 9,773 9,576 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon eee eee ee eee Cwts. 87,684 111,236 
Beef in ween. ae ome pa 351 4,484 
Hams eee een eee eae eee 9 22,278 26,313 
Pork ae ee eee ee Mf 3,831 3,098 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... 15,333 19,769 
Meat,preserved otherwise thanbysalting = 13,888 20,485 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
aOR“ Owts. 69,391 81,978 
Margarine eee eee eee ese eee 9? 19,055 26,908 
a eae Co ee ee - 16,553 23,206 
Milk, fresh,in cansordrums ... ... ‘ 151 160 
» cream oa ile -amell . 95 71 
oN eee . 14,918 21,561 
»» preserved, otherkinds ... ... M 351 20 
Per ok toa os cas ak, nn 285,478 811,855 
Poultry and game ... 000 cee Value £ 22,974 10,853 
Rabbits, d (not tinned) eee ee Cwts, 1,593 1,986 
Lard eee eee eee eee eee ae 99 48,786 41,033 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
ie i el Cwte, 1,278,822 1,954,900 
Wheat-meal and flour ... .. =» ” 419,901 257,700 
——— «=. «<< =m ” 138,392 480,200 
Oats eee eee eee see ee ? 97,372 219,500 
Peas eee eee eee eee te 9 36,963 23,800 
Beans eee eee eee eee ae ” 15,407 7,400 
Maize or Indian corn ... one 7 ~ 957,685 556,800 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples... me use — n Owts. 43,183 27,007 
Apricots and peaches ... .. ” 21 — 
Bananas ... eee ove o - Bunches, 29,600 30,660 
Cherries ... cee eve occ ee Cwts, oe — 
Currants eee eee ee ese ee 9 — — 
Gooseberries eee eee eee oe ” — ae: 
Grapes eee eee ee eee ee 9 755 270 
Lemons... cee occ ove - at 27,108 27,804 
Oranges... ose ove ove oe - 175,528 160,004 
Pears ee Sem Se ee " 267 101 
Plums eee eee eee eee ee 9 15 — 
Strawberries - see se o - _ 3 
Unenumerated .. _ obs - 1. 2,653 1,033 
Hay ... see one one ove ee Tons, 2,37 $,554 
Straw ... oon oce one oe ee 9” 1,725 1,772 
Hops ... oe ine “ oo ve Cwts. 1,170 594 
Locust beans... ese occ ove eee - 12,800 10,443 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions... ove me oe oe Bushels, 132,846 135,559 
Potatoes ... ove eee - - Cwts, 78,577 69,461 
Tomatoes ... ove ove - ee » 19,867 14,895 
Unenumerated ... one ae “ Value £ 10,390 17,815 
Vegetables, dried ese one ~ Cwts, 910 2,431 
oe Re . 1,920 2.878 


Preserved by canning 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom—(cont.). 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 


18th April, 1903, 


corresponding week of the previous year. 








pereaare living : a 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... 
Sheep and lambs ... eee cee 








Swine me ou oan 
Horses aia ese 
Fresh meat :— 
Mutton... ene _ 
Pork bind ia 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon oes den ose one dee 
Hams sai — ens 
Pork - one 


Meat, unenumerated, salted ¢r fresh . | 
Meat preserved, otherwise than by salting | 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter 
Margarine ., — eee ose 
Cheese... ove one 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drumé .. 
s cream os ini 
» condensed ... ees 
9» preserved, other kinds ose} 
Eggs ... ove eve ose one ose 
Poultry and game ... 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) 
Lard 


| 
| 
| 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— | 
Wheat... a Bom, aed 
Wheat-meal and flour ... une oon 
Barley coe ve ove ase ose | 
Oats... eco eee sce one —_ 
Peas Te oe ae ae ae 
Beans eee cee eee 
Maize orIndiancorn ... _... | 
Fruit, raw :— | 
Apples ese eve | 
Apricots and peaches aoe | 
Bananas ... eee 
Cherries 


Currants ... _— ait ial 
Gooseberries ove one owe 
Grapes eee eee eee 

Lemons... tee eee 

Oranges... eee ose 

Pears eae oon 

Plums ee wes oan es bel 
Strawberries - one sae feos 


Unenumerated ... ies - seed 
Hay ... coe ose eee eee coe | 
Straw ... em ese ioe ees ail 
Hops ... oe ove ove ove 
Locust. beans... oie ont 
Vegetables, raw :— 

Onions oes jas oun on 

Potatoes... se net eee 

Tomatoes ... _ one _ 

Unenumerated ... os 
Vegetables, dried... ees oe 
Prererved by cann ng ... eve 


Number 


” 
” 
99 


Cwts. 


Cwts. 


99 
+ 
”? 
9 
9 


Cwts. 


9 
9 
”? 
9 
” 


Grt. Hundr. 
Value £ 


Cwts. 


Cwts, 


” 
9 
99 
”? 
99 
9 


Cwts. 


Bunches 


Cwts, 
99 
9? 
”? 
9 
$3 
” 
9 
9 


” 
Tons 
99 
Cwts. 
99 


Bushels 
Cwts. 


Value £ 
C wts. 


99 


together with the quantities imported in the 


_ —_—_ 


| Week ended | | Correspond- 


| 








18th April, 
1903. 


7,018 
9,856 


731 


83,070 
79,315 
10,952 


118,111 
4,926 
27,607 
4,395 
18,841 
10,453 


72,562 
17,054 
17,896 

90 
83 
14,253 
91 

297,864 

12,080 
884 
50,950 


1,241,121 


478,549 
165,635 
235,701 
22.248 
14,413 
633,601 


40,635 
68,073 


257 
11,311 
171,410 
701 

1 

63 
4,379 
768 
439 
7,130 


208,192 
83,960 
35,980 
11,149 

1,169 
3,286 











ing week 
in 1902, 


——— 


4,498 
8,336 


884 


68,749 
66,854 
13,457 


114,948 
2,868 
29,620 
3,720 
16,314 
7,824 


71,914 
18,787 
34,475 

228 
60 
12,654 
47 

294,244 
15,110 

5,690 
48,095 


834,446 
193,560 
105,604 
258,400 

33,384 

14,041 
618,977 


34,482 
64,423 


336 
18,585 
174,100 
368 
10 

3 
2,049 
9,536 
1,661 
1,080 
24,910 


160,211 
49,282 
18,429 
16,599 

332 
4,226 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of March, 1903, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance ls.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1901, in two Volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 7d. for the first, and 4s. 10d. 
for the second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country), and, in the second volume, details as to 
customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued on the 15th 
April :—State of the Labour Market in March; Wages Agreement 
in the South Wales Coal Trade ; Labour Legislation in Holland ; 
Report of the American Coal Strike Commission; New German 
Merchant Shipping Acts; Price of Bread, Wheat, and Flour; 
Prices of Coal and Iron; New Industrial Organisations Registered 
in 1902 ; Report of Canadian Department of Labour, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORT. 
The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in a Consular Report of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 2,953. Trade of the Mzrea and the Provinces of Acarnania and 
ZEtolia, 1902. 


Trade depression due_ to peting with British shipping 
failure of currant and other during the year 1899—1902. 
crops. Yield of currants and esti- 


Table showing number and mated value in 1902 as com- 
nationality of, and amount of, pared with 1901. 
cargo taken by vessels com- Improved trade likely in 
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Government Publications. 





sultanas, figs, tobacco, and in Demand for Newfoundland 

valonea for tanning. pickled salmon, Labrador cod- 
British imports holding their fish, and jute bags. 

position, but more commercial Comparison of rates of ex- 

travellers needed. change in 1901 and 1902. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORT. 


A report from the following British Colony has been issued 
by the Coionial Office since the last number of the ‘“ Board of 
Trade Journal,” viz. :— 


Cyprus. Report for 1901-02. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Agricultural Statistics, Ireland, 1902. Return of Prices of Certain 
Classes of Irish Agnouiuras Products and Live Stock for the year 
1902. [Cd.1522.] Price 1s. 5d. 


This return, which is issued by the Department of Agriculture 
and Teclinical Instruction for Ireland, contains particulars of the 
average prices of cereals, dairy produce, meat, cattle, &c., in the 
various provinces of Ireland during each quarter of last year. 
Comparative tables and diagrams showing the variations in price 
for a series of years, are also included. 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


THE following .Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 


which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 


1st January, 1903, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 
































No. Place. ou No. Place, Price 
EU ROPE— 2948 | Somaliland Protectorate 
Denmark: 1901-02) 24d. 
2934 | Denmark Daasieninteanage! 588 | Exotic Plants of Economic 
tary) . ..-1901} 1d. Interest in the Botanic 
Gardens at Entebbe, 
France: Uganda se ooe| $0. 
2949 | Brest sie ...1902| 13d. 
2941 | French Guinea ...1901)} 3d. AMERICA, NORTH— 
2939 | Havre (Agriculture) ...1902! 4d. United States of America: 
2952 | Chicago... ..1902) 4d. 
Germany : 2942 | New Orleans ... » | 24d. 
2945 | Estimates of the Ger- 2944 | States of Maryland, 
man Empire ... »».1903} 1d. Virginia, West Vir- 
ginia, and Kentucky 1902) 14d. 
Greece : 587 | Coal Industry of the United 
2953 | Merea,and Provinces of States in 1901 | 2d. 
Acarnaniaand Etolia 1902| 1d. 
2947 | Thessaly ie iti: ae Mexico: 
2925 | Mexico... 1901} 2d. 
Italy: 2951 | Mexico City ---1902| 2d. 
2930 | Finances of Italy _...1902} 14d. 
2933 | Italy ... ...1901) 3d. AMERICA, SOUTH— 
2936 | Naples ... .--1902| 14d. Argentina: 
2935 | Venice ... 1901-02) 14d.|| 2940 | Argentine finances 1901-02) 14d. 
Russia: Brazil : 
2943 | Odessa (Supplementary) 2938 | Brazil ... First half of 1902) 3d. 
1901} 13d.|| 2928 | Rio de Janeiro .-1901; 13d. 
Spain: Chile : 
2924 | Bilbao ... .«61901| 24d.' 2946 | Coquimbo ... —...1901! 4d. 
Turkey: WEST INDIES— 
2950 | Constantinople .».1902| 2d. || 2927 | Hayti ... ove »-1901} 1d. 
2932 | Crete ... cee oe1901)} 1d, 
2926 | Eastern Coast of the ASIA— 
Red Sea . 1899-1901) 2d. | Siam : 
|| 2929 | Chiengmai +-1901| 1d, 
AFRICA— | 
2931 | Alexandria ... 1901 and part | PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
of 1902; 1d. || 2937 | Samoa ... -+-1902) 1d. 
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Government Publications. 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since Ist January, 
1903, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 





No. 


; 
| Price. 








EUROPE— 
Belgium: 


Convention between the United Kingdom and Belgium 
regulating telephonic cummunication between the two 
countries ... ine ees ane ove aes ove 


France: 
Convention between the United Kingdom and France for 
the exchange of insured and uninsured parcels between 
France and Gibraltar ... : en one son ie 


AMERICA, NORTH— . } 
United States of America : 


Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States for the adjustment of the Boundary between the 
Dominion of Canada and the Territory of Alaska ... 


ASIA— 
Corea : 
Accession of Corea to the Geneva Convention of 1864 for the 
amelioration of the condition of the wounded in armies in 
the field ... 





hd. 


ld. 


id. 








COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 


lst January, 1903, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
Kast Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 














Annual. 
No. Place. Price 
377 Northern Nigeria sna ove eee ote oe | 2d, 
378 British Guiana wa ope eee 24d. 
: 379 Mauritius eee eee eee eee 34d. 
380 Basutoland 3d. 
381 Southern Nigeria 2hd. 
382 








Trinidad and Tobago 
Cyprus... wn 
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The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart- 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as it 
can be met by Government action. It is intended to be a centre at which 
information on all subjects of commercial interest shall be collected and 
focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it is the duty 
of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford information in 
reply to all enquiries on commercial matters which may be addressed to 
it, whether written or verbal. 

The office is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., and (subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, 
Statistical, and Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the 
direction of Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, 
on application being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz.:—Commercial 
Statistics: Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs: Excise and 
“Consumption’”’ Duties: Port, Harbour, and Tonnage Dues, and other 
Charges on Shipping: Customs Regulations: Consular Fees: Forms of 
Certificates of Origin: Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers: 
Trading Licences: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender: 
Foreign and Colonial Bounties: Lists of firms abroad engaged in 
particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &c. 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board 
of Trade from the beginning of the present year, the work formerly 
carried on by the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute 
is now conducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade. The question of transferring the headquarters of this Branch 
from Westminster to the City is receiving the attention of the Board of 
Trade, and meanwhile verbal enquiries may be addressed to the Branch 
through the Temporary Enquiry Office which has been opened in the City 
Branch of the Imperial Institute at 49, Eastcheap, E.C. ; 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade. 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the 

scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample 
room at the City Branch. | 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and 

| intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The 

| “ Journal ” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. In future, periodical 
supplements to the “ Board of Trade Journal” will be issued, containin 
information and reports bearing on the work carried out in the Imperial 
Institute at South Kensington. 

CommeErctaL DEPARTMENT, Boarp oF TRADE. 
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